
 

Story 

The reconstruction of the history of Villa Cavallini represents the result of an intense research and study 
by dr. Giorgio Santoro Cayro, known as Giorgino, beloved cousin of the current owners Alessandro and 
Isabella Cavallini.  
The essential document to trace the dawn of the villa is represented by a marble slab fixed on the 
external wall of the villa, near the main entrance and engraved with the verses of a Latin poem. 
The translated poem reads as follows: 
“This house, noteworthy for its location not for its size, which promises peace to the lord who is bored, 
the world also invites you as a foreign guest to the vast expanse of sea and sky. Here solitude without 
tedium, rest not without occupation the scrub of olive trees and lemons that you can see is of uniform 
color in the leaves and in the fruit ensures the perennial spring and autumn of a small roof garden and 
the extraordinary countryside is not lacking fertility and stone itself is rich in silver. Don't believe it, 
however, the place of joy, it is the child of pain. There grew scented offshoot irrigated by tears before the 
source. Maria Francesca Mansi, soon torn from the bitter fate followed by the end of her children and 
pains. She herself had chosen this place for her amusements. Carlo Orsucci built this monument of love 
and sadness in the year of regained health I694. I wish the soul of the much desired bride and posterity a 
happier fate ". 
The slab celebrates the end of the construction work on the villa. It is understood that the villa was built 
by the nobleman Carlo Orsucci in 1694 on top of an existing structure, probably a farmhouse where the 
spouses Carlo Orsucci and Maria Francesca Mansi used to spend periods of leisure and vacation. 
 
Historical records show that the couple was very close. The text of the song "Apollo celebrating the very 
happy wedding of the illustrious gentlemen Carlo Orsucci and Maria Francesca Mansi" written 
specifically for the celebration of their wedding, celebrated in the year 1681, is available in the archives 
of the Museums of Lucca. 
 
The Mansi spouses therefore owned the land and the farmhouse on whose foundations, still existing and 
visible, the villa was built in 1694. The construction was commissioned by Carlo Orsucci to honor the 
memory of his beloved wife Maria Francesca Mansi who died with his children of the couple 
disappeared prematurely from tuberculosis, an incurable disease at the time. Carlo Orsucci, after 
healing from the same disease, decided to erect the villa in memory of his beloved wife and children and 
the particular affection and bond that linked the family to these places. 
 
The description of the characteristics of the estate reported in the Latin verses, engraved more than 
three hundred years ago, is still current. 
The widower Carlo Orsucci passed away, since the latter had no offspring, at first the villa passed to a 
certain Silvestro Arnolfini. The heir Luisa Arnolfini, who lived in the 18th century, had lost possessions, 
his lands extended from Sant'Anna di Stazzema to the sea. Still today on the road to Camaiore there is a 
path that leads to the summit of Mount Mansi (the mountain on which the villa stands) and, about 
halfway along the path, there is a stone block where the carved initials of Luisa Arnolfini are still visible 
in Burlamacchi. The block delimited the lands of the Arnolfini. Subsequently, by inheritance or for sale 
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(the archives are devoid of certain acts), the villa passed to the Marquis Mansi probably descendants of 
Maria Francesca Mansi. The Mansi family between the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries was the best 
known noble house of Lucca, a very rich family of merchants and landowners, owners of extensive 
territories in the province of Lucca, and in the coastal area. The descendants, Marquis Giovanbattista 
Mansi and his wife, who lived in the villa during the 19th century, are still buried in the chapel. The 
tympanum of the villa and several frescoes in the main hall of the villa bear the coat of arms of the 
Mansi family with the epitaph of the "Ego solus Mansi" family. 
The Marquis Giovanni Battista Mansi died on 1/12/1892 and, having no direct descendants or good 
relations with the other members of the family, he left the villa as a legacy to a nunnery with the first 
header of the nun Santini Emilia who died on 30 / 4 / I897. For years, presumably from 1893 to 1927, the 
villa was the seat of a nunnery, a peaceful place of prayer. From the cadastral formalities it appears that 
the property was transferred from woman to woman, it is therefore presumed to be the mother superior 
of the congregation to her subsequent universal testamentary heirs. 
 
Meanwhile, the Mansi heirs sued the congregation of nuns by challenging Giovanni Battista Mansi's will 
and, after several years of litigation, they found an agreement. 
The villa was then sold to the Burlamacchi brothers Ascario, Attilio and Luigi fu Carlo, with the usufruct 
of the deaf-mutes Martinelli. By division the villa remained to Luigi and subsequently ceded it to this 
Bertolli Francesco. 

In May - June 1928, the workers of the Bertolli family (owner of the villa before the Cavallini) in carrying 
out a burglary for the expansion of the land cultivated with vineyards, found a terracotta pot dating back 
to the Etruscan period 5th century. - VII century B.C. . Believing that there were treasures inside the 
vase, the workers broke the vase, but instead of finding a treasure, they found some burnt bones. As a 
result of the investigations of the Lucca Prosecutor's Office, archaeological finds similar to those found 
in the neighboring Etruscan tombs were found. The murder case was closed. Continuing the 
excavations, shards, remains of vases, and other ornamental objects, partly preserved in the villa's 
garden, came to light. 

The vase found, a "corded ziro", is exhibited in the Guinigi museum in Lucca. At the site of the vineyard, 
digging into the earth, it is still possible to find small fragments of ancient vases. 
In July 1932 Bertolli sold the villa and land to Eng. Cavallini Virginio, husband of Maria Piqué in 
Cavallini, who had three children Giuliana, Oretta and Giorgio. Eng. Virginio Cavallini, grandfather of 
the current owners Alessandro and Isabella Cavallini, Lieutenant Colonel of the Italian Navy, famous 
naval engineer, gold medal of the Civil Engineer, owner of several international patents in the nautical 
sector and in the design of submarines, was a brilliant man who It also achieved great success in the 
management of the agricultural company active on the property's land. The modern oil mill remained 
active until 1980. Eng. Virginio died in 1942 leaving his wife Maria Piqué in Cavallini, the first son Mario 
Cavallini from a previous marriage, and the three children Giuliana, Oretta and Giorgio. and The 
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grandmother of the current owners, Mrs. Maria Piqué in Cavallini, continued the direct management of 
the farm until her death in 1988. 

It is interesting to remember that the villa during the Second World War, given its dominant and 
strategic position, was occupied by the German army, precisely by the 16th S.S. Division. 
Panzergrenadier-Division "Reichsführer SS". 

The abbreviation "B 308" is still visible next to the main entrance of the villa, identifying the 
headquarters of the 16th Division S.S. Panzegranadier. 

German soldiers occupied the ground and second floors of the villa, while the first was inhabited by the 
Cavallini family. The grandmother of the current owners, Maria Piqué in Cavallini (mother of the 
brothers Giuliana, Oretta and Giorgio and Mario's stepmother), said that even if the Germans did not 
occupy the first floor, they were always very suspicious and with a cautious attitude they controlled if 
our family members they plotted against them in favor of the partisans. 

Several times the allies' planes tried to drop bombs on the villa, but the bombs went to fall in the 
adjacent fields and never hit the target due to the particular position of the villa, embedded in the 
mountain. 
Our grandmother said that her stepson Mario (son of the first wife of grandfather Virginio but raised by 
grandmother Maria as the son and natural brother of his three children), with much courage, took hand 
grenades, cartridges and other armaments from the deposits of the German Division (current pantry of 
the kitchen) and using a basket, under the eggs, he brought them with him to help the local partisans. 
It is said that the soldiers of the S.S. who occupied the villa participated in the massacre of Sant'Anna di 
Stazzema, declared a crime against humanity. 

Upon the death of grandmother Maria Piquet, in 1988, the ownership passed in equal parts to the three 
brothers Giuliana, Oretta and Giorgio, who died in 2009 a few months apart from each other. 
Alessandro and Isabella Cavallini, Giorgio's sons, with the support of his mother Annalisa, solved 
arduous difficulties following the various hereditary successions, in July 2017, after taking over the 
ownership of the villa and the surrounding farmland, they started the agricultural activity by arranging 
the olive grove and starting new crops including fruit and vegetable production. 
The dream of the current owners is to ensure the estate still many years of prosperity and history, in the 
hope of offering all guests moments of serenity, joy and light-heartedness. 


